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	The idea of kairos originates from the Greeks.  This idea has spanned time and will continue to do so in the future because of its ability to create change in society.  It is used to describe a kind of time that is non-linear.  Sharon Crowley and Debra Hawhee are scholars and teachers of ancient rhetoric.  Their book, Ancient Rhetoric for Contempory Students, aims to teach modern students about the importance of ancient ideas.  According to Crowley and Hawhee, “…the ancients used kairos to suggest a more situational kind of time, something close to what we call ‘opportunity’.  In this sense, kairos suggests an advantageous time…”  (37).  Many Greek philosophers explored the ideas of kairos, contributing ideas to its complex definition.  A kairotic moment is one where speech or action is advantageous because of a web of interrelated issues, timing, seizing an opportunity, and power.  A web of interrelated issues is all of the issues that have helped the kairotic moment come about.  In other words, this is the history of the issue itself.  The timing of kairos is also extremely important.  It may be long, lasting months to even years, or relatively brief, such as a second ticking past, but it must be the exact right moment in time for it to be kairotic.  Seizing the opportunity of the kairotic moment means that the opportune moment is taken advantage of and speech or action are used.  The power of kairos exists when the concerned party tries to convince its audience of something.   Many defining moments in history have met these criteria and have therefore been kairotic in nature.  Sometimes these moments come together to spark changes in society.  There were many kairotic moments that contributed to the founding of the United States; one in particular was the creation of the Declaration of Independence.  The signing and sending of the Declaration of Independence to England was a kairotic moment in history because it was affected by a web of interrelated issues, timing, seizing of an opportunity, and power.
	When our founding fathers created, signed, and delivered the Declaration of Independence to Great Britain, there was a web of interrelated issues that created this kairotic moment.  First of all, the notion of colonies pursuing independence was not new.  Thomas Jefferson, who drafted the Declaration of Independence, pulled many of the ideas from seventeenth and eighteenth century texts that explored this idea.  This is important, as Crowley and Hawhee say, because, “[b]efore launching an argument about a hot social issue… a rhetor who wishes to argue persuasively would do well to tune in to arguments already in circulation” (50).  Also, whereas many of the founding fathers were trying to attain representation and establish rights for themselves, Benjamin Franklin was not personally affected by the events but he still considered them unjust.  In a kairotic moment with many interrelated issues Crowley and Hawhee say that, “[g]roups or individuals may agree on a particular issue for very different reasons”, just as Benjamin Franklin agreed with the colonists (49).  The myriad of interacting issues at the time of the Declaration of Independence made it a truly kairotic moment.
	The kairotic timing of the creation of the Declaration of Independence was ideal, it wasn’t too early and it wasn’t too late for it to truly be an effective moment in history.  In order for people to be willing to die for something, they must feel very strongly about it.  For the people of the colonies to be willing to fight for the foundation of our country, they must have felt that every other option had been explored.  This is evident because of the other options that our founding fathers had explored:  two continental congresses had met to try and find a peaceful solution and a trade boycott had been enacted.  Despite these actions, King George sent more troops to the colonies and Washington was appointed commander-in-chief of the continental army.  Without the timing of these events, people would not have been ready to support a revolutionary war.  Crowley and Hawhee state, “…kairos is not about duration but rather about a certain kind of time” (37).  This kind of time is the right time- not too early in the case of the Declaration of Independence.  Similarly, if had our founding fathers waited too long, people would have become resigned to their situation, and would unwilling to fight a war and potentially die for their freedom.  Throughout history, many people have endured centuries of oppression because it is easier to submit than to stand up and fight for their rights.  The fact that the people of the colonies supported independence shows that the moment was kairotic.  Crowley and Hawhee agree, saying “[i]socrates, too, emphasized the importance of kairos, claiming that people need to discuss the prevailing issues before their currency dissipates” (39).  The timing of the writing and sending of the Declaration of Independence was just right for the development of the United States.
	The signing of the Declaration of Independence was also a moment of kairos because the founding fathers seized the opportunity before them and took action even though they knew that there could be terrible punishments for their actions.  They were not wallowing in the past when they made the ultimate decision that forever changed not only our country, but the world.  Instead, they were looking forward, just like the mythical Kairos himself.   Crowley and Hawhee described Kairos as “…said to have hair only in the front, suggesting that one must keep an eye out for the opportune moment and seize it by grasping the forelock before it passes” (38).  Our founding fathers did indeed seize the opportunity when they wrote the Declaration of Independence.  They wrote and strived for the development of the United States even though they knew that they could be horribly tortured and even killed because of their actions.  They valued freedom for themselves, friends, family, and fellow colonists more than their own safety.  According to Crowley and Hawhee, “… a good deal is at stake in the issue of a corrupt system…” (46).  The founding fathers took advantage of the kairotic moment by writing the Declaration of Independence even though they could have paid dearly for their actions.
	A final component of kairos is power, seeking to convince the audience, just as the Declaration of Independence sought to convince its audience: the inhabitants of the colonies and the rest of the world.  It is obvious that this was a kairotic moment because the founding fathers used the declaration of independence to try and convince the inhabitants of the colonies that this movement was necessary and just.  In fact, the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence was accompanied by the ringing of the Liberty Bell.  The Liberty Bell was inscribed with “Proclaim LIBERTY throughout all the land unto all the Inhabitants thereof” (Independence Hall Association).  The founding fathers also knew how important it was to convince Great Britain and the world of their seriousness and legitimacy.  This was extremely crucial for the survival of our young nation.  They did this by sending the Declaration of Independence to Great Britain and making their intentions known to the world.  This is part of kairos as Crowley and Hawhee point out how Turnipseed used kairos in this way as well.  Turnipseed was a “lawyer, writer, and civil rights activist” who has argued and fought for racial equality across America (Crowley and Hawhee 41).  His experiences also make him a scholar of kairos.  “Turnipseed both creates and draws on kairos to make his case: the historical details work together with very recent events to make his arguments relevant to those in his community and to the broader public as well” (Crowley and Hawhee 42).  The founding fathers used the Declaration of Independence in this kairotic moment to try and convince the entire world that the United States should be born.
	The creation of the Declaration of Independence was a kairotic moment because it incorporated the elements of kairos.  The founding fathers recognized the perfect moment in time in which to act.  They used the Declaration of Independence to try to convince the entire world of their need for independence and to achieve that independence.  In fact, this moment was such a powerful kairotic moment that the effects of their actions reached much further than they probably could have imagined.  Not only did they successfully establish our country, but immediately after the Declaration of Independence was printed it sparked worldwide debate about the legitimacy of colonial rule.  This created a ripple effect that helped push many other nations towards their own independence.  Looking back, the success or failure of many moments in history were determined by the actions of those in a kairotic moment, demonstrating just how important kairos is.  The importance of kairos has been recognized by societies as far back as Ancient Greek civilization, and is still a powerful tool of society today.
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